
Pablo Picasso

October 25th, 1881 - April 8th, 1973

He was born in Malaga, Spain.


His full name, which honors a variety of 
relatives and saints, is: Pablo Diego José 
Francisco de Paula Juan Nepomuceno María 
de los Remedios Cipriano de la Santísima 
Trinidad Martyr Patricio Clito Ruíz y Picasso.


He was a painter, sculptor, printmaker, 
ceramicist, and stage designer.


Along with his friend Georges Braque, he is 
credited with the creation of cubism.



According to legend, his first words were “piz, piz,” his 
attempt at saying “lápiz,” the Spanish word for pencil.

His father began teaching him to draw and 
paint when he was a child. 


When he was 14 years old, he was admitted to 
Barcelona’s School of Fine Arts, despite being 
several years younger than the school’s usual 
age limit.


He painted this painting, “Man in a Beret,” at 
age 14.




Picasso loved to paint the people and events in his everyday life.



He created art in many different styles. 



“Whenever I wanted to say 
something, I said it the way I 
believed it should [be said],” he 
explained. “Different themes 
inevitably require different 
methods of expression. This 
does not imply either evolution 
or progress; it is a matter of 
following the idea one wants to 
express and the way in which 
one wants to express it.”



When painting portraits, he often chose to break up 
the human form and show the face from multiple 
angles. These portraits are examples of cubism.



What are the elements of Cubism?
• Multiple perspectives

• Geometric shapes

• A flattened picture plane

• Often a monochromatic, or limited color palette, 

with mainly dark earthy tones.
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Let’s Try It!
Cubist Pumpkins and Monsters



You will need:
•Construction Paper

•Markers

• Scissors

•Glue Stick



Steps One and Two

Choose two colors of paper. Rip or cut a profile (forehead, nose, chin).



Steps Three and Four

Glue down your profile. Outline your profile.



Steps Five and Six

Add facial features looking sideways. Add facial features looking toward you.



Steps Seven and Eight

Add details. Cut a face shape.



Steps Nine and Ten

Add any finishing touches/color. Put your name on the back!



“Others have seen 
what is and asked 
why. I have seen 
what could be and 
asked why not.” 

Pablo Picasso


